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“GMO-free”: Animal Feedstuffs without Genetic Engineering 

Growing demand and requirements placed on the feed industry  
 

GMO-free1 feedstuffs have become highly popular. 
Considered “GMO-free” in this article are those 
feedstuffs that are not required to be labeled as 
genetically modified according to EU Regulations 
(EC) Nos. 1829/2003 and 1830/2003. In the German 
poultry and egg industries, currently the vast 
majority of animals are fed “GMO-free”. But also 
the “GMO-free” feed for dairy cows is experiencing 
dynamic growth; in the states of Bavaria and Baden-
Württemberg the proportion is likely to be more 
than half. In 2016, the Association Food without 
Genetic Engineering (VLOG) is expecting to see this 
trend in “GMO-free” feed for dairy cows to increase 
significantly. The driving force behind the current 
development is the food retail industry which has 
been calling for “GMO-free” feed for all animal 
products of their own brands in the long term2.  

Requirements for feed for the production of 
“GMO-free” foods 
Product by product, segment by segment, this goal 
of the food retail industry is being implemented. For 
“GMO-free” feeding, the industry requires their 
animal feed to be marked with the standardized 
“Ohne GenTechnik” (no genetic engineering) seal 
(see Fig. 1). Product labelling is based on com-
pliance with the criteria of the EG-Gentechnik-
Durchführungsgesetz (EGGenTDurchfG - EC Genetic 
Engineering Implementation Act)3. Among other 
aspects, it prescribes feeding animals with products 
that are not labelled as containing GMOs pursuant 
to Regulations (EC) No. 1829/2003 and No. 
1830/2003. This regulation has been in force in the 
EU for 12 years, but is still misunderstood at times. 

                                                           
1 In this article only, as a tribute to easier reading, the term 
”GMO-free” is mostly used instead of the legally correct “no 
genetic engineering” which refers to feedstuffs that are not 
required to be labelled as genetically modified pursuant to 
Regulations (EC) No. 1829/2003 and 1830/2003. 
2 The Bundesverband des Deutschen Lebensmitteleinzelhandels 
(BVLH – National Association of German Food Retailers) 
published a “position paper for the strategic development of 
protein feeding to livestock” on 5 May 2015, in which the food 
retailers call for “livestock feed primarily for their private label 
products that refrain from using genetically modified feed.” 
www.ohnegentechnik.org/BVLH_Position_Gentechnik  
3 Criteria for “GMO-free” labelling are listed in art. 3a of the 
EGGenTDurchfG. www.ohnegentechnik.org/OG_Gesetz  

Feed shall be exempt from compulsory labelling 
according to Regulations (EC) No. 1829/2003 and 
No. 1830/2003 provided that two requirements are 
fulfilled: 
1. The threshold value of GMO content4 of 0.9 % 

per component (= content of genetic modifi-
cation in the plant DNA) must not be exceeded 
plus 

2. The presence of the GMO content must be 
“adventitious or technically unavoidable”. 

Therefore, contrary to a stubbornly persistent mis-
belief, it is not sufficient that the GMO content be 
below 0.9 percent. 

Adventitious or technically unavoidable 
The question of whether a GMO content below 0.9 
percent is “adventitious or technically unavoidable” 
must be decided on a case-by-case basis. In any 
event, pursuant to the [German] Guidelines Regar-
ding  Monitoring  GMOs  in Feedstuffs,  a  producer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

must have “[…] taken precautionary measures to 
avoid the presence of genetically modified material 
(such as by using an IP System = Identity Preser-
vation System) […]“5. If a feed producer manu-
factures both GMO and “GMO-free” feed, the 
products must be processed in separate lines or at 
different times to prevent commingling. “In a  
temporal  segregation, the  producer  must  prevent 
the presence of GMOs or derived products as much 
as possible, for example, through system  purges  or  

                                                           
4 GMO content = the content of genetic modification in the 
plant DNA 
5  See footnotes on the following page 
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Fig. 1: "Ohne GenTechnik" seal Fig. 2:  Feedstuffs  seal 

http://www.ohnegentechnik.org/BVLH_Position_Gentechnik
http://www.ohnegentechnik.org/OG_Gesetz


  

other suitable equipment cleaning methods.”5 A 
GMO content of less than 0.1% per component is 
generally considered adventitious or technically 
unavoidable. 

 “GMO-free” labelling for animal feed 
As of spring 2016, VLOG will award a feed seal for 
those products that have been licensed according to 
the VLOG “Ohne Gentechnik” Standard6  (see Fig. 
2). The label may be used on bags of feed, packing 
slips, and company presentations. Licensees of the 
new feed seal will be entered into a publicly 
accessible directory. This will clarify to customers 
that the feed is suitable for the production of food 
labeled as “GMO-free” and that its suitability has 
been tested separately.  

This verification procedure is based on the VLOG 
“Ohne GenTechnik” Production and Testing 
standard. Together with industry stakeholders, 
VLOG designed this Standard as a guide for the 
establishment of an appropriate self-monitoring 
concept for feed companies and as an additional 
“GMO-free” guarantee for customers. The Standard 
also stipulates that the frequency of audits and 
number of feed analyses on farms may be reduced 
if only feed certified to VLOG standards is being 
used.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
6 This checklist can be downloaded for free after a quick 
one-time registration.  
http://www.ohnegentechnik.org/index.php?id=674 . 

Combined audits are possible 
To keep VLOG certification cost-effective, it is 
possible to conduct it combined with other audits. 
The auditor will not only be spared a second visit or 
tour of the premises, but by combining the visit 
with certifications by other quality assurance 
systems, various aspects that are on both checklists 
can also be dealt with more quickly. Beginning as of 
April 2016, it will likely be possible in the case of a 
QS audit to comply with both standards with little 
extra effort when using an additional VLOG 
checklist, as long as the certification body is 
recognized for both standards7. 

Further information on “GMO-free” labelling is avai-
lable [in German] on the VLOG website at 
www.ohnegentechnik.org/index.php?id=467. 

Author: Alexander Hissting 
 

         _______________________________ 
5 2011 Guidelines by the supervisory authorities in Germany‘s 
16 Länder (states) and the BVL on monitoring GMOs in feed - 
www.ohnegentechnik.org/leitfaden_futtermittel 
6 This checklist can be downloaded free of charge upon a quick 
one-time registration at:  
www.ohnegentechnik.org/index.php?id=674 . 
7 An overview of accredited VLOG certification bodies can be 
found [in German] at the following link: 
www.ohnegentechnik.org/zertifizierer .

                                                           
7 An overview of VLOG license bureaus can be found at the 
following link: www.ohnegentechnik.org/zertifizierer .  
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